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If you would like to receive our e-blast 
newsletters and event notices, please 
send your email addresses.

We will have a gift catalog for holiday 
giving on our website.  Please check in as 

you make decisions about gifts for the 
holiday time.

Samantha Kirstein, Executive Director

One of the many blessings we have in 
this building is the joy and willingness 
of the volunteers to get this daily 
manual labor done.  

My job is to make sure we are all 
pulling on the same end of the 
wagon, working together. We do 
not encourage the diversions of 
politics, taxes, religion or other 
potentially divisive issues to interrupt 
work which we think is really, really 
important to our community TODAY. 

•	 Children and elders need to eat, and we can help. 
•	 We have local surplus food, and a way to collect and store it. 
•	 As a team of hard working volunteers, we can make good things happen!  
•	 As a community we do not have to rely on government resources first, 

but rather on the generosity of our local neighbors. The Food Bank is a 
first responder in times of trouble. There are other longer term programs 
(like food stamps) available to those we serve. Many of our customers 
have challenges (such as injured workers) which are greater than finding 
a meal today, but the good news is that the Food Bank can recycle local 
surplus food and get it to hurting people who need it TODAY, while they 
wait on other services to kick in the longer term help they need.

•	 It is right for neighbors to help one another, and it is low cost in the 
community.

I look around in amazement when I find myself explaining to some members 
of our community that these hard working volunteers, who collect local 
surplus food and repackage it for those who need it, are not ENABLING those 
we serve with food boxes. We are RECYCLING and asking our community to 
SHARE, so we can help our neighbors who are having a difficult time making 
ends meet – whatever their reasons may be.  

I see the Alaska Public Offices Commission (APOC) statements, which show 
the investments people make in some of these political campaigns, and think 
about the slick marketing and advertising which goes out in these efforts, and 
I can’t help but wonder how many years we could operate this food bank on 
what is being spent, in time and money, to influence a vote. The thought is 
sobering. 

In many cases, the cost of capturing one vote is so much more than the 
cost of recovering and sharing one plate of food for our neighbors. Both are 
important. We need to stand shoulder to shoulder to make sure we work 
constructively together in all levels of community service and development of 
public policy. A healthy community takes all of us pulling on the same end of 
the wagon, and supporting one another in our different calls to service.  
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Our Mission 
Statement
The mission of this food bank is to: 

•   Encourage those who can to share 
food from your cupboards and 
gardens.  

•   If you are a commercial food vendor, 
review your salvage food policies to 
make sure you eliminate as much 
food waste as possible.

•   Collect surplus food in the 
community and share it with local 
people who need it.
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Frequently Asked Questions

1.	 How many pounds of local food has the Food 
Bank salvaged or collected since opening in 
1982? Over 36,000,000

2.	 How many pounds of food are collected each 
day? 2-5 tons

3.	 How many volunteers come to do the work of the 
Food Bank each day? 10-20 or more

4.	 How many volunteers are students?  
         One-third of the volunteer workforce.

5.	 How many volunteer hours has the Food Bank      
recorded since opening in 1982? Over 560,000.

6.	 Who are some of the Food Bank’s longest-term 
volunteers? The Food Bank especially thanks Glenn  
Hackney, Stan Zielinski, Roy and Hope Helms, Ken 
and Pat Weaver, Hollis and Darlene Hall, Larry Ballion, 
Jim Murray. These folks come several times each 
week, or at least once a week, most weeks, for over a 
decade – and some nearly two decades.

7.	 Which attorney in town volunteers uncounted 
hours each year to help in the “business” of the 
Food Bank? Gail Ballou

8.	 Who pays the bills for our local food bank?         
Our building was a gift from Dennis Wise so we have 
no mortgage payments, but we do need money 
to keep the lights on, pay the heating fuel bill, keep 
the trucks on the road and pay other administrative 
costs. That money comes in these ways: 29% from 
fundraising, 9% United Way; 14% individual donors; 
15% government; 11% corporate donors and 22% 
earned income.

9.	 How many churches or agencies distribute food 
boxes packed by the Food Bank? In 2010 we 
collected or distributed food through 148 groups.

10.	 What food drive is the largest each year?      
Canned food day at the Fair (August) provides about 
28,000 pounds and the Letter Carriers “Stamp Out 
Hunger”  (May) also provides about 25,000 pounds.

11.	 How many days each week is the Food Bank 
open? The Food Bank is open 6 days each week.  
Monday through Friday the hours are 9 a.m. through 
5 p.m. On Saturday, the USDA end of the warehouse 
is open from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

12.	 How did 2010 compare with last couple of 
years in the number of food boxes prepared for 
members of our community? We are serving about 
9,500 more food boxes each year than we were in 
2008. The economy has been hard on local people.

13.	 Can I donate online? YES, our website is 
          www.fairbanksfoodbank.org.

14.	 Who serves on the Food Bank board of directors? 
See board listing on page 2.

15.	 What is the target population for the food box 
program?

•	 	Our elders, many with special needs, who are on 
social security or other fixed income.

•	 	Poor and low income households, especially 
those with children and young adults.

•	 	Homeless and jobless Alaskans and their families.

•	 	Alaskans who have gone from welfare to work, or 
who have reached their lifetime benefit limit, and 
no longer qualify for public assistance.

•	 	Working Alaskans whose incomes fall below the 
federal poverty level – the working poor.

•	 	Special needs adults, such as the mentally 
challenged and the disabled.

•	 	High school students, many who are out on their 
own, and college students with little extra to 
spare.

•	 	Pregnant and breast feeding women.

•	 	Rural and urban residents with medical problems.

•	 	Immigrants who have chosen to call our 
community “home.”

Samantha Kirstein, Executive Director
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The Fairbanks Community Food Bank 
board of directors approved the 
following policy on July 21, 2010. We 
have used these practices since we 
opened our doors in 1982, but have 
now “formalized” the process even 
more:

FOOD BANK IS PROUD TO PRACTICE

•   Waste reduction

•   Energy conservation

•   Pollution prevention

•   We support the activities of  
 Interior Alaska Green Star Program

We can only dream of the day when 
this Food Bank can help to eliminate 
all food waste in our community. It 

doesn’t make sense to ship food all 
the way to Fairbanks, Alaska, then 
throw it away. The mission of this 
small local food bank is to salvage 
local surplus food to give it (through 
churches and agencies) to people 
who need it. We invite each of you 
to help us in that effort. We also 
appreciate your advice on how we 
can reduce other waste (example, 
reuse community cardboard boxes 
and plastic sacks in our food delivery 
process); we have turned off 1/3rd- of 
our lights in the warehouse but we 
would like to hear the ways you are 
economizing and managing your 
households, too.   

We are all in this together.

It is Easy Being 
Green

With Good People - Good Happens
Our local land fill is full to overflowing 
and a few years ago Frank Abegg was 
using his skills as an engineer to work 
on that problem. He saw a lot of wasted 
produce, from grocery stores, in the 
dump, and thought it was (1) a serious 
waste of useful food and (2) not a good 
use of landfill space.  

He is now semi-retired from engineering 
and his field has always been energy 
issues.  He and his wife, Julie, who is also 
semi-retired from the school district, 
decided they would like to spend some 
time together, doing something that 
used their time wisely, and they wanted 
to give back to the community.  

About three years ago they chose to 
volunteer at the Food Bank on Friday 
mornings. They like it here at the Food 
Bank because it is well-organized and 
they like the mission and the people 
in the organization. Frank says Food 
Bankers believe in what we do here. We 
are focused and stay on mission. 

They think this is a basic need for the 
community. It is also a good place to 
volunteer because of the social aspects 

of being here with other people who 
volunteer, and they see and appreciate 
what all these people do in and for the 
community, through this food bank.  

Frank likes the way we have worked 
with the local grocery stores to recycle 
the wasted food, to the Food Bank, then 
to the people in the community instead 
of filling up our landfill. With the high 

cost of transportation for the 
food, whether it is truck or air, it just 
makes sense to recycle what the stores 
cannot use and give it to the people 
who need it. 

The Food Bank board of directors and 
staff thank Frank and Julie Abegg for 
the important part they play in this 
recycling process.

Frank and Julie Abegg


