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365 DAYS OF CARING

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors

Mortimer the Moose stopped in at the Fairbanks 
Community Food Bank on Monday, November 22. 
Thank you, Jomo Stewart, for including our local 
Fairbanks Community Food Bank in your visits to local 
small businesses. This was a project started in 2018 by 
the Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation’s 
project Fairbanks First Shop Local. It’s a great way to 
emphasize and support our local businesses.

Remember, it is local 
businesses who support 
local non-profits who 
make good things 
happen all year long 
in the Tanana Valley.

Mortimer the Moose is on 
the Loose Again

Jomo’s real job, when he isn’t 
Mortimer the Moose, is CEO of 
Fairbanks Economic Development 
Corporation. Jomo is a man of 
many talents and he delivers 
turkeys, too.

Geoff at Dateline Digital is challenging other local businesses to see how much they 
can show to their local food bank! Bring your canned food items to Dateline by the end of 

February — and pass the challenge on to other businesses to see the grow!

LOCAL BUSINESSES THEIR LOCAL FOOD BANK!
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THANK YOU to our 
LOCAL Partners

There are so many things for which we give 
thanks here in this LOCAL FOOD BANK. It is fun to 
remember them one by one, but space limits our 
ability to put all 10,000+ gifts (only a guestimate) 
into this newsletter. Here are a few.

Costco allowed the Fairbanks Police Department, as 
part of the LOCAL Alaska Peace Officers Association, to 
do a food drive in the Costco entryway on the weekend 
before Thanksgiving.

Amanda Adams representing APOA, Captain Adams and 
Detective Adams with the Fairbanks Police Department

Our sign on South Cushman gives us many 
opportunities to thank our LOCAL DONORS. 
We are so grateful for all those who invest in 
our LOCAL Golden Heart Foundation. This 
LOCAL food bank requests some of 
those donated funds annually.

This is (part of ) the 
HAWK’S family. 
Look at the pile of 
food this LOCAL 
family funded for 
the Thanksgiving 
food box events. 
Thank you Hawk’s 
Family, you share 
all year long, in so 
many ways, but 
this year it took 
one of your trucks 
to deliver food, too.

Yes, we deliver food boxes LOCALLY from Moose 
Creek to Goldstream Valley and lots of drop-off 
locations in between.
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THANK YOU Fairbanks News-Miner for 
this thoughtful opinion piece.

Whenever You Give 
to Your Community, 
Someone Will Always  
be Thankful
An Excerpt from November 25, 2021 
News-Miner Opinion:

“It is more important than ever to 
recognize the idea of thankfulness. It’s 
easy to overlook as the day’s headlines 
and endless notifications on your devices 
remind you of tragedies throughout 
the world. It’s easy (too easy) to become 
cynical, apathetic, and disillusioned. It is a 
battle worth waging, though. Despite how 
bad we perceive these times to be, there 
is still good to be celebrated. We still have 
reasons to be thankful. It’s those small 
things, like checking on that stranded 
driver when it’s 20 below zero or dropping 
five cans of food into a donation basket, 
that make us thankful — thankful to be 
in a community that reaches out across 
boundaries and differences and looks out 
for one another.

Thanks, community, and giving are 
concepts that go hand in hand. As we 
shake our heads at events that make us 
question the good in today’s world, know 
that somewhere today, when someone in 
need has a meal, that person is thankful 
for your help. Most of us have the luxury 
of flicking a switch and seeing electricity 
surge to our TVs, lamps, or ovens. For that, 
we should be thankful. Many of us can 
make a last-minute run to the grocery 
store to pick up that one thing we forgot 
on our grocery list. To be able to do that 
when others can’t — that is something to 
be thankful for.”

Alan Mitchell and 
a LOCAL hockey 
team hard at work 
for a three-day 
Thanksgiving 
food collection 
to support Fred 
Meyers East and 
Fred Meyers West.

LOCAL GVEA Employee Group 
volunteered two days before 

Thanksgiving to get food boxes packed.

LOCAL family 
Marita Bunch 

and her children 
delivered the food 

collected by Watershed 
School students.

Suzanne at 
LOCAL University 
Safeway always 
says, “Of course I 
can get you 300 
pounds of carrots 
by tomorrow 
morning.”



Our Mission Statement
The Mission of the Fairbanks 
Community Food Bank is to 
collect local surplus food in the 
community and share it with 
local people who need it.
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We’re on the web! Donate online at www.fairbanksfoodbank.org

We will keep you fully 
informed about the 
difference your donation 
makes, and we ask you 
to consider 5% for the 
Fairbanks Community 
Food Bank as 
you prepare 
for the next 
generation in 
your estate 
planning. 
Thank you.

The Difference Your 
Donation Makes

All of these stories of courage and donor 
excitement come from our FACEBOOK page. 

Please go to www.fairbanksfoodbank.org 
and click on the FACEBOOK icon to see what 

we do every day.

"Our family tradition must have started in one of the first Fred Meyer 
food drives at Thanksgiving. It started simply — let’s take the girls, buy 
everything requested on the list, and turn it into a life lesson about helping 
those in need. As the girls got older, we also added in the lessons of 
shopping while on a budget, how to read labels, what to buy to make a 
meal, and price versus value. All with the emphasis on helping others.

For the last couple of years, we broke apart into teams, each parent with 
a kid. Objective: fill the list the fastest. The team that finishes first, with 
the best added items not on the list and has the best cost per item, wins 
bragging rights for the next year.

Last year, we saw the need 
in our community was greater, 
so we upped our game a bit. 
We decided that each of us 
would get a cart, fill the list, 
and compete against each 
other. This year, we did the 
same AND brought friends to 
join our shenanigans. Now, our 
daughters look forward each 
year to the Annual Food Drive 
at the Fred Meyers Stores with 
Alan Mitchell and his friends. 

We get to use your food 
drive as a life teaching 
moment, helping us raise 
caring, community-minded 
children, and the Food Bank 
gets needed food. It is a win-
win for everyone! Can’t wait 
for next year!"

MissionMission
  Moments  Moments

If you’re interested in volunteering, give us a call today at 907-457-4273  
or visit www.fairbanksfoodbank.org to sign up!  

For those who love to DONATE ONLINE, we hope we are giving you plenty of 
opportunity with easily accessible forms. If not, please help us improve them 

with your suggestions.


